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WELLSVILLE FIRST UNITED  
METHODIST CHURCH 

 
God’s Love Grows Here... 

Through Worship, Bible Study 
and Service 

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
79 MADISON STREET 

WELLSVILLE, NY 14895 
(585) 593-1860 

LOVEGROWS@WELLSVILLEUMC.ORG 
 

CHANGED SERVICE REQUESTED 



 

 
 
 
 

 

        
 
 
 
 

                                                   Our Staff: 
         
      Pastor. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rev. Gregory DeSalvatore  
      Office Manager. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Mrs. Kim Smith 
      Traditional Music Dir. & Organist . . . . Ms. Joy Caldwell 
      Church Custodian. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mrs. Mary Brown 

  First United Methodist Church of Wellsville 
 

Combined Contemporary/Traditional Worship Service 
Sunday Mornings — 9:45 am 

 Hymn Sing 6:30 pm — Designated Sundays 
 

Phone (585) 593-1860 
Fax (585) 593-1889 

 

E-mail:  lovegrows@wellsvilleumc.org 
Web Page:  www.wellsvilleumc.org 

 
Serving Christ and Community 

Since 1852 

 

MARCH CALENDAR  
 
 

Tuesday, March 5 — Pancake Dinner, 5:30—6:30 PM 
 

Wednesday, March 6 — Ash Wednesday Service, 6:30 PM 
 

Sunday, March 10 — Daylight Savings Time Begins (Turn clocks ahead 1 hr. Mar. 9th) 
 

Monday, March 11 — Team Meetings, 6:15 PM; Admin. Council Meeting, 7:30 PM 
 

Wednesday, March 13 — Lenten Lunch & Lesson, 12-1 PM 
         Book Study, 3:30 PM 
         Thriving in Babylon Study Group, 6:30 PM 
 

Sunday, March 17 — Men’s Breakfast, 8 AM 
 

Wednesday, March 20 — Lenten Lunch & Lesson, 12-1 PM 
         Thriving in Babylon Study Group, 6:30 PM 
 

Thursday, March 21 — Triple L trip to Sprague’s, leaving Wellsville at 11:00 AM 
      April Messenger Articles Due 
 

Sunday, March 24 — Journey to Transformation Community Worship, 6 PM 
 

Wednesday, March 27 — Lenten Lunch & Lesson, 12-1 PM  
 

Sunday, March 31 — Hymn Sing, 6:30 PM 
 

 
 

 

Women’s Bible Study 
Our Tuesday morning study group meets at 9:15 AM in the Welcome Room and is led by 
Joy Caldwell and is currently studying the book of “Psalms.”  All women are invited! 
 

Men’s Bible Study  
Our Friday morning study group meets at 9 AM and is currently studying the book of  
Romans.  Come and share in our fellowship.  All men are invited! 
 

Book Study 
Our Wednesday afternoon study group (book chat) meets at 3:30 PM in the Welcome 
Room.  Our next discussion of chapters 19-21 will be on March 13. 



 

                                  
 

 
Do You Hear A Noise? 

 
 
Only God can bring us to the place where we are free from 
sin.  He is the only answer to the problem in every human 
heart.  Since that is true, one would think that we would run 
to him.  If he is the only one who can cure our problem, 

why do we hesitate to beat the walls down to get to him so he can cleanse, forgive 
and save us? 
 
The writer of Psalm 32 knew that he had sinned against God, and yet he decided to 
keep silent.  As a consequence of that silence, his life deteriorated.  His bones grew 
old and miserable, and there was a roaring noise inside his soul.  That roaring tumult 
inside the human soul is the burden of guilt that saps our very life.  Sin produces 
guilt, and guilt introduces static noise inside our heart and mind.  It makes us so con-
fused that we are distressed and disintegrating.  Sin also blinds us to our true spiritual 
state by deceitfully whispering that we are not as bad as we, in our worst moments, 
imagine we might be.  Sin dares us to try to take control of our own lives.  In truth, 
we are a million times worse than we know, and our attempts to control our lives de-
stroy us and the ones we love. 
 
The psalmist says that eventually he confessed his sin to God.  His confession is this:  
“You know my sins, my shortcomings, the perverseness of my heart, the games I 
have played with you.  Now here I am.”  The astounding thing is God forgave him 
when he was honest. 
 
Is your soul so full of static produced by sin that you cannot even hear God calling or 
feel him nudging you toward repentance?  If so, confess your sin to him today. 
 

 ‘Then I acknowledged my sin to you and did not cover up my iniquity. 
     I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord” and  
 you forgave the guilt of my sin.                 - Psalm 32: 5 

 
 Let us live humbly and transparent before God, 

 Pastor Greg 
 

 

 
As we anticipate the reports regarding the 
outcome of the Special Session of General 
Conference meeting in St. Louis, and as we 
continue to pray that God’s will be done by 
that assemblage, it occurs to me that, from a 
mission and outreach perspective, whatever 

happens there will not and must not alter our central purpose.  That is to continue our  
efforts to make disciples of Jesus Christ.  Let us never forget that the world we live in 
presents a fertile mission field with many “targets of opportunity.”  Let us all be prepared 
to rise to the evangelical challenge when those God-provided opportunities occur. 
 
During the first week in May, Naomi Circle will be hosting our annual rummage sale.  
The Outreach team will be serving a free lunch on Thursday of the rummage sale.  This 
event seems to be more popular each year.  We hope it  touches some the attendees as we 
share the love of our Risen Savior. 
 
During May, a collection box will be located in the sanctuary to hold your donations for 
the residents of the Bath VA Center.  In am awed each year by the generosity of our 
church family as we reach out to individuals who have given much to defend our free-
doms.  Please give extravagantly again this year. 
 
As always, your Outreach team solicits your participation, your prayers and your ideas 
for new ministries.  Please speak with any member of our team to learn more about how 
you can participate in our ministries. 
 
Bryan Caldwell 

 
On February 17th, we enjoyed a breakfast prepared by 
Bryan Caldwell and Jim Leonard.  We will be meeting to 
enjoy another breakfast on March 17th.  While the names 
of the cooks for the March event are currently wrapped in 
mystery, you can rest assured that the meal will be first 
rate. 
 
All men and boys of the church are welcome at our table.  
We offer good food and uplifting Christian fellowship.  
Please come and join us. 



 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                       TRIPLE  L 
 

Another wonderful gathering of folk around tables filled with fragrant and delicious 
foods.  We shared fellowship; speaking to daily events and God’s blessings in our lives.  
The program by Pastor Greg and Bonnie utilized several word games and puzzles around 
the theme of President’s Day.  Many interesting facts were shared, laughs and giggles 
erupted over our lack of certain facts, but through it all we were blessed by the Spirit of 
God in our midst. 
   
We all look forward to the upcoming March 21 gathering at Sprague’s Maple Farm in 
Portville, NY.  This event is open to all church members and friends.  Please reply to 
Max Shay or use the sign-up sheet located in the church foyer by Monday, March 18th if 
you plan to attend.  We hope to see you there! 

SPRT 
 

It’s never too late to say thank you!  A great big thank you for your generous donations 
towards our staffs Christmas gifts.  Please continue to keep them in your prayers.  We 
are so lucky to have such wonderful people on our staff. 
 
We will be meeting March 7th and ask if you have any concerns, questions, or ideas that 
you would like us to talk about, please share them with any team member and they will 
be discussed at our meeting.  Your SPR Team is Sheila Smith, Gloria Hamlin, Elva Cor-
nell, Pastor Greg, Bryan Caldwell, Pat Barry, Darrin Cornell, Allen Hunt, John Lewis 
and Larry Crear. 
 
Sheila Smith 

 
 

         

 

 

                      

            JAN ‘19                
 

Operating Budget Income            $  16,244        
 

Expenses: 

Pastor’s Package       $    6,670        

Other Staff                                 3,896           

Maintenance & Supplies            4,044            

Teams                      423              

Ministry Shares             1,820           

All Other Expenses                    988             
 

Total Expenses:                   $  17,841         
 

Income less Expenses                   $   (1,597)       

Nut & Candy Fundraiser 
 

Our Spring nut & candy sale will run through 
March 10.  Order forms are located in the church 
entryway and can be given to Bonnie or dropped off 
at the church office.  Thanks for participating! 

Pancake Supper—Tuesday, Mar 5 
 

You are invited to our Pancake Supper in Fellowship Hall as we join at table 
prior to our Lenten experiences for this year.  
Our meal will be served from 5:30 to 6:30 PM   
 

This is a free meal and will require registering 
with the Church Office or sign up in the Lobby 
so we know you are planning to attend.   

FUMC Media Center Schedule  
(Volunteers arrive before 9:15 AM) 

 
March    3 - Hunt April    7 - Lewis      PLEASE call another volunteer if you  
 10 - Austin           14 - Hunt        can’t be at church on your assigned Sunday: 
 17 - Hunt           21 - Austin               Nyhl Austin - 585-593-3315 
 24 - Lewis                 28 - Lewis        John Lewis - 585-593-2257  
 31 - Austin           Allen Hunt - 585-593-1573 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HYMN SING 
 

Sunday, March 31st 
6:30 PM 

 
Refreshments to follow. 

 
See you there! 



 

Lenten Luncheons To Resume  

March 13 at Noon 
 

Our fastrack Lenten Lunches program 
will be starting Wednesday, Mar 13 from 
12 noon to 1 PM and consist of a soup/
sandwich meal from 12 sharp to 12:30 
and then immediately into our program 
and study until 1 PM.  Remember the 
great time last year? 
 

There is no charge for the meal or mate-
rials but the free will offering received 
will support a new ministry.  You are en-
couraged to bring someone with whom 
to share a meal and message as we 
journey together through Lent 2019.  
Please sign up in the Lobby. 
 

This year we will be using ‘Give Up 
Something Bad for Lent’ by James W. 
Moore. 

 

MARCH PRAYER LIST 
 
 

  1 — Men’s Bible Study 
  2 — Pastor Greg 
  3 — Pastor’s Family (Bonnie, Anthony & Family, Michael, Emily) 
  4 — Custodian (Mary) 
  5 — Lenten Season 
  6 — Jail Ministry, Ash Wednesday 
  7 — Choir & Praise Team 
  8 — Traditional Music Dir. & Organist (Joy) 
  9 — Pastor Greg                 
10 — Pastor’s Family                                 
11 — Church Teams/Admin. Council Meetings 
12 — Women’s Bible Study 
13 — Jail Ministry, Lenten Lunch  
14 — AA & NA Groups & Leaders 
15 — Office Manager (Kim) 
16 — Pastor Greg 
17 — Pastor’s Family 
18 — Gil’s Hills & Youth for Christ 
19 — Committed Prayer Warriors 
20 — Jail Ministry, Lenten Lunch 
21 — Church Stewardship   
22 — Those Homebound or Hospitalized 
23 — Pastor Greg 
24 — Pastor’s Family 
25 — Those Unemployed 
26 — Healing of Broken Relationships 
27 — Jail Ministry, Lenten Lunch 
28 — Those Experiencing Loss 
29 — Church Volunteers 
30 — Pastor Greg 
31 — Pastor’s Family 

        Ash Wednesday Worship Service — 6:30 PM 
Wednesday, March 6 

 

    We gather in the Sanctuary to begin  
    our Lenten season with Scripture,  
    music, and prayer.  Let each one prepare 
    to walk closely with the Lord as we 
    journey together during these next 
    seven weeks. 
   
    Imposition of Ashes will be offered. 



 

 

Making Prayer A Way of  Life 
 

“May he send you help from the sanctuary  
and grant you support from Zion.”  Psalm 20:2 

 
That is wonderful—help from the sanctuary! The sanctuary is always a picture of the 
place where we meet with God. In Israel it was the temple, the place where the Israel-
ites came to get their thoughts straightened out, to get their thinking corrected. There 
they met with God, and there they heard the Word of God, the mind and thoughts of 
God. 
 

For us the sanctuary is the Scriptures. There is where we get help. It is there that our 
minds are illuminated, that we begin to see the world the way it is, not the way it ap-
pears to be. Unless you are in the Scriptures, there is no help.  
 

Help from the sanctuary and support from Zion. In the Scriptures Zion stands as a 
symbol of the invisible kingdom of God with which we are surrounded, made up of 
ministering angels sent forth to serve those who are to be the heirs of salvation. In 
other words, all the invisible help that God can give you in the day of trouble, in the 
hour of pressure, is made available by prayer. 
 

Remember that in the Garden of Gethsemane, as Jesus was praying and sweating 
drops of blood in the height of His agony, an angel appeared and ministered to Him 
and strengthened Him. That angel was made visible to Him in order that we might be 
taught a lesson of what happens when we pray. When we pray, we receive help from 
Zion. 
 
Joy Caldwell  

 

Altar Flowers 
 
If you would like to donate flowers for a particular Sunday  
“In Honor/In Memory of,” please indicate by printing your  
name on the chart adjacent to a particular Sunday. The cost  
beginning in January will be $20 and can be given to Kim in 
the office anytime before the date you have chosen or placed in  
the offering plate on Sunday.  Thank you to all who so gener-
ously have contributed so that fresh flowers adorn our worship  
experience each Sunday we gather. If you do not wish to take  
the arrangement home with you after worship, please make  
Kim or Pastor aware and we will make sure they are delivered  
as a ‘love’ gift to one of our homebound. 

 
 

 

  March Altar Flowers are given… 
 
 

In Loving Memory of Marion Lucas — March 3 
 

Still open to order — March 10 
 

In Loving Memory of Betty Palmiter — March 17 
 

In Honor of Bonnie DeSalvatore’s Birthday — March 24 
 

By Elva & Darrin Cornell — March 31 
 



 

24 — Gary & Theresa Brown    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                   

 

March Greeters 
 

Barb Caldwell & Diane Forsberg 
                              

March Counters  
 

Truett Sweeting & Alan Forsberg 
 

March Lay Readers 
 

3 — Bonnie DeSalvatore 
10 — Nancy Levitt 
17 — Gloria Shay 

24 — Sheila Smith 
31 — Gary Brown 

  1 — Susan Hunt    
  6 — Annamae Wilson     
10 — Heather Austin            
11 — Katie Allen    
17 — Nicholas Brown       
23 — Pam Rohrabacher   

 

Giant Register Tapes & Food Pantry Donations 
Please bring in your nonperishable grocery and sundry dona-
tions for the Salvation Army food pantry on the first Sun-
day of each month; the collection box is located in the church 
entryway.  Giant register tape collection bin is located in the 
Welcome Room.  We received $80.16 in February through  
Giant’s Tapesaver program that went towards the church’s  
operating budget.  Thanks to all who saved and continue to 
save their register tapes throughout the year! 

Start sorting out and saving your “stuff” for the Spring  
Rummage Sale at FUMC.  It will open for business on Wednes-

day, May 1st from 5-8 pm, 
Thursday, May 2nd from 9 
am to 4 pm and Friday, May 
3rd from 9 am to 1 pm ($1 
bag sale).  We are including 
a Bake Sale on those days 
also.  Watch for bulletin an-
nouncements and posters. 


